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CHURCHES AFT~ THE CIVIL \,:A..'q: 

Juunita S. Di lley 

L:l.over Lick , .1. Vu . 

Chapte r 6 _ 

'lb.i::; is taken from t he 1 926 Bl.ue Book and weB vori tten by 

Andrew Pr 1 ce • 

It r ullS in oy family t o try t o wipe out the bitterness of 

the vivil lIer . In 1 8 73 , ~[i11iam T . Pr ice . \"! n CJ\'l 43 years o ld. , "'as 

pastor of s. church in Vi r ginia . He bad been 0. o i nister in the 

Presbytel'" ien vhurch f or 15 year s and he d been Chapl ain of Pi c kets 

.Hrege~e during the wo r . In 1 8 73 be ":as sent 8S 6. de 1 eg£:.te from the 

~respytery to the ~€neral Assembly at Li t tle Rock , Arkansas , end 

ther e he [!lade a mo tion looking for r'CiBd to the union of the northern 

ana southern branches of the chur ch and he came nigh j;o be ing 

l ynche.i . !:fis r esol u tions did not rece i "B a single , ' ote . The old 

gr ey \\'01,6s of the Assemb l y tur~led to rend him . de ne\'er go t oyor 

i t and t o tr..e dey of his death ,"ould ne\'er d1 6Cll~B it. i ti1ink 

be \l'as glad t v esca pe wi th his life . 

:J.'he r e ,",'BS 6 g r e at man ill the J.iethodi s t church 'l'bo intinated 

in a me rr y jes t that such division l eft the one organi ze tionn 

jus t a li ttle south of God and the ~ ther a 11 tt.le north of God. 
?ifrU~ 

The Rev . Ri chard Jlel]e .Bbl D.:il. in his book "IQaor1ee of 

Three Score 

ilJl.;i 'len1. at 

Yours £.ld Ten " bes e Good de"l to &"1 abeut tid 

",i t tle ldck • .Publ1ebed in lU~ "The tWN .t:IIat 

s tirred the A=Bembl ;y , for a tiDe, more then eny thinG .. 

not 8 matter of 
bree thleBB attellitJl18. 



Dr . lI il11um jjro" n 0"" "i ) 
.i . \ C .nand S POllO tlndl:, f)f TI: r Iri end 

but expro s se d b ewildermont t h t I . 
U 10 o:.J'l -)ul..l hu .... e Yontl.r ed OJI su\,;b 

a ll n sc.:apnje ,' ithou t (;Ol1sultatl on wi t h a n oldeI' n lll mo"o .... .... c > peri onco d 

goo d bO'lk 66. ,:.'8; I n the Mul ti tude o~ _ L:ounscl oro 1s 

s bf'e ts . Elnd it does seem n pity thnt in n r.:etter o f pn\lli c inpor t, 

SlId At B day so beset vr1th ob Btructi oll ' , n -, en · II 
- G 1. 1 n~ excp. e~t s ens e , 

hjeh chnro c t'1r 11U'1 unexL:el l p.d de " l)tion , ehould not huye b e en p:-uden t 

e noug h t~ cjn5u l t r"i th brethe rn l)c i ore l l'.'.llH:h ing r.ins e lf ')1) 

£u <.: h deep wa t e r s . 1I
1
0 r my part, hm"e ver, .l Blar:: in t h e ~pu!lk of 

a mun ";ho thinks for hir.:H3clf . hns t he cQuro B"e 'J f his conyj t:t1 OHE;; . 

snd on a ll proper ':)";08 8 1 ')118 1 8 r eady to e~presc them oll:'l'phere . eyer;',' 

\'he re . Whi l e he felt a EudJell abashmen t f or the nuddal1ness o! h i s 

taking off, he had th e consultat i ou r:> f haying done \'.'hr. t he thl"lutht 

ri eh t. .in a long l ife , t')o , he hos r:lOintni!1ed his jntegr ity as 0 

christian thinJ:.er a nd ''' ~::'ke r nnd iE. c~;el~t 4 ng hiB strength 1n 

behalf of the churches of the ''':)...'' l d . '' 

.At e critica l time in his I llr . Prlce Icureer he put his 

foot in i t by makin6" a moti on '~'i thou t huvillg 'Leen prudent enough 

to cons u lt '-I i th brethorn having more experience ill such cutte r s. 

The Lord spared hiJ:l to the age of 111 ne t:,' t six tj'-three years of 

\"hi(;h time he '·'as an o rdained r.lini s ter . 

In 1885 . I'illiam 'r . Pr i c e unO. his i',mlly moved trOll 

l.!ount Cl1nton . ~!rt:iniB back to the olt <'rice homestead -

Pocaholltas ~ount:7 . It "'BS l! hundred lJiles . 'l'hey hed thft . ...... d 

, 'a"one t o cOile f~r the household goods . 'l'he farher . 

three children <lame round by rail to "ovington v·here 8 

" fig on r:.et them for tbtl 

three olleBt '_III 

deive to Harline 

the !llmlly 



nd Bont over the mo UJlt! 1 D B by the mo~t direct r oed . 

. A t !)n ~' ton "'e go t H sma ll orgon that was on 1)eh1 nd the 
ThiS lond re~l1ired 

tied 

a ll passengers to \"1!llk up hill . Vie 't"erc 

curr i ege . 

fjye 

.)u ~he r'l:id and at night s topped w1 th Presby t eri f::lIs fil '1ng 

tne rond. lJS fa the r had pr eached all th roueh the mOUlltr.ine f or 

x::t L~I years and \':'fiS now C"Qj ng out ~ t:- OJ. the l r,n d of t ;GYPt. to ml:1 y~e 

his lus t stand i n the e mOW1ta i ns . He had marri ed l ete , &nd ht.d 

g ro\"n old wi th B famil,)' of scalI chi ldren on h is hands , und \"~S 

nov; 'JU his ret r ea t . 

" The follol;,ing i s fr om .1h e .t'Qcar.ontas Times ao'l. \"G.E-

l':" ritten by Galvin W. r r iee . 

My m'lu father I the late Dr. 'iiill ie.m '1' . l'rice , "~las 8 mun 

of unusua l t.sle!1t, g r ea t l e a rning and h i gh cul tnre . Thro ugh 

h i s 

the 

of 

lone, car eer as a minister, he constantl y re f usea. calls to 

b ig churches up north . lie found j oy i n h i s Plainl~seen dut~ 
serving and building congregations wh i ch neede d h i m Clore than 

he needed them . Others h a v e builded on s ure f 01mde t ions he l a id. 

He li ve d to se e fi e l d s he had opened o ocupie d by a d ozen mi nister s . 

Once be was asked if his sixty year s of l a bor f or other s hud been 

•. "orth the ,."hile . 1'he repl j' came p r omptl y , i f ther e V"US no t hi!\[ to 

his cr edi t o t h er t h an touchin€: t he life of one certain c ountry 

boy end i nfluenci n g him to ente r t h e llospel ministr y , his life 

\"Ias perfected in .. he ,"or k of thet one man. llaturally , -.:. all 

know of many , many lives h e had touched and influenced for tbe 

be tter thing s . Too, often h e had seen the Cowltr;; robbed of 

t a lented ministers b y great v1ty ohl~cheB , to the f
reat 

hurt of 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~t:o~s~U~~~"h rQhb~v Qf~----~ 



I 

• 

p r; ile dwe lt among his own people . 

.. he southern Episcopal churcheB hael .to change their pr"yer 

ks t o 8ho~ a llegiance ~o the ~onfederate Dtates of America 
• 

but the chur chos in the north continued to class them as hel onging 

to thei r L.:hnr t..,;h end during the four ~ears of the ".'/ar . in their 

c onc l aves marked the southern representatives bE unavoidably 

abQent t so the church 'lIas in a mes.SU1~e tllltor:-,F.ticnl~y r ee tored 

at t h e end of the war on the same plan that Lincoln hod wor ked out; 

for the civi l governme nt of the seceding states . 

* From- 1 926 Bl ue Book 
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